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improves patient access, seamless data exchange, and enhanced care coordination,” said CMS
Administrator Seema Verma. “By requiring health insurers to share their information in an accessible,
format by 2020, 125 million patients will have access to their health claims information electronically. This
unprecedented step toward a healthcare future where patients are able to obtain and share their health
data, securely and privately, with just a few clicks, is just the beginning of a digital data revolution that truly
empowers American patients.”
The CMS rule also proposes to publicly report providers or hospitals that participate in “information
blocking,” practices that unreasonably limit the availability, disclosure, and use of electronic health
information undermine efforts to improve interoperability. Making this information publicly available may
incentivize providers and clinicians to refrain from such practices.
ONC’s proposed rule promotes secure and more immediate access to health information for patients and
their healthcare providers and new tools allowing for more choice in care and treatment. Specifically, the
proposed rule calls on the healthcare industry to adopt standardized application programming interfaces
(APIs), which will help allow individuals to securely and easily access structured and unstructured EHI
formats using smartphones and other mobile devices. It also implements the information blocking
provisions of the 21st Century Cures Act, including identifying reasonable and necessary activities that do
not constitute information blocking. The proposed rule helps ensure that patients can electronically access
their electronic health information at no cost. The proposed rule also asks for comments on pricing
information that could be included as part of their EHI and would help the public see the prices they are
paying for their healthcare.
“By supporting secure access of electronic health information and strongly discouraging information
blocking, the proposed rule supports the bi-partisan 21st Century Cures Act. The rule would support
patients accessing and sharing their electronic health information, while giving them the tools to shop for
and coordinate their own health care,” said Don Rucker, M.D., National Coordinator for Health IT. “We
encourage everyone – patients, patient advocates, healthcare providers, health IT developers, health
information networks, application innovators, and anyone else interested in the interoperability and
transparency of health information – to share their comments on the proposed rule we posted today.”
Policies in the proposed CMS and ONC rules align to advance interoperability in several important ways.
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To receive more information about CMS’s interoperability efforts, sign-up for listserv notifications, here:
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/USCMS/subscriber/new?topic_id=USCMS_12443
To view the CMS proposed rule (CMS-9115-P), please visit: https://www.cms.gov/Center/SpecialTopic/Interoperability-Center.html
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